
Tigers have been pushed to the brink of extinction over the last 
century due to people encroaching on their habitat, reduction in prey, 

and poaching for the trade in tiger skin, bones and other parts.

RACING TO SAVE TIGERS 

Only about 3,700 to 4,200 wild tigers remain in Asia. 
More tigers suffer cruel confi nement, in the US as a 
result of the exotic pet trade and in China as a result of 
the trade in “farmed” tiger parts, than live in the wild.

Chinese 
authorities 
cracked down 
on illegal 
auctions of 
tiger bone 
wine and 
other wildlife 
products in 
response to 
leads provided 
by IFAW.
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The “BOBR” is an 
all-terrain vehicle 
purchased by IFAW to 
assist protection and 
monitoring of Amur 
tigers in Zhuravliny 
Sanctuary in Russia.

IFAW focuses its wild tiger protection efforts in India, home to the 
largest number of wild tigers, and in the Russian Far East bordering 
China, where we are helping to protect and rebuild the population of 
critically endangered Amur (Siberian) tigers by

 Reducing human-wildlife confl ict in India, including relocating 
at-risk tigers;

Enhancing anti-poaching efforts in Russia and India;

Securing tiger migration corridors and critical habitat;

Advocating for strong international policies against tiger trade;

 Pioneering the rescue, rehabilitation and release of orphaned 
Amur tiger cubs.

Many more tigers, who can never be released to the wild, suffer 
in US captivity for the pet trade and roadside attractions and in 
tiger “farms” in China — industrialized facilities where tigers are 
bred and killed for trade in their parts and products.

In the US, IFAW rescues tigers and other big cats from cruel 
confi nement, and we advocate for policies that will bring an end to 
private ownership and breeding of big cats.

In China, we urge consumers to reject tiger products, and encourage 
government and e-commerce companies to shut down marketplaces 
for tiger products.



Saving individual tigers, protecting whole populations

ADDRESSING THREATS FROM EVERY ANGLE:
Ironically, people’s admiration of tigers has led to cruel practices like poaching, 
intensive breeding and confi nement at facilities that cannot meet these animals’ 
biological and behavioral needs.

IFAW works to change consumer attitudes, stop poaching, protect habitat, reduce 
human-wildlife confl ict and rescue orphaned tiger cubs. 

Rescuing tigers

 IFAW has moved more than 150 tigers 
from inhumane confi nement in the US.

 We have rescued and successfully 
released fi ve Amur tigers, one of which 
has given birth in the wild.

 In India, IFAW and our partner Wildlife 
Trust of India (WTI) rescue and 
relocate tigers that have come into 
confl ict with villages.

Stopping poaching

 In Russia, IFAW successfully lobbied 
to increase the fi ne for tiger poaching 
from US $30 to US $15,000. 

 In partnership with WTI, IFAW equipped 
more than 7,000 wildlife guards to 
stop poachers and remove snares in 
India, Bhutan and Nepal.

 For more than 20 years IFAW has 
supported rangers in the Russian 
Far East with equipment necessary 
to protect tigers in taiga. For 
more than 10 years IFAW and WTI 
awarded two best tiger rangers from 
the Russian Far East with Tiger 
Watch program — trip to India for 
experience exchange. 

Advocating for social change 
and policy

 As part of the International Tiger 
Coalition, IFAW supports the adoption 
of policies against breeding tigers for 
the trade of their parts.

 IFAW supports US legislation that 
would end private ownership and 
breeding of tigers and other big cats.

 IFAW worked with Traditional Chinese 
Medicine communities to reject the 
use of wild tiger parts and promote 
the use of alternative ingredients.  

 IFAW sponsors and co-organizes 
hugely popular annual Tiger Day 
celebrations in Vladivostok, 
Russia, to raise awareness about 
tiger conservation. 

 In 2010, the year of the tiger, IFAW’s 
Animal Action Education initiative 
launched an international tiger 
conservation awareness campaign 
that reached 5,000,000 people in 
15+ countries.

Protecting critical tiger habitat

 IFAW and WTI have been instrumental 
in tripling the size of India’s Greater 
Manas National Park, a World Heritage 
Site and Tiger Reserve.

 In India we campaigned for creation of 
the Nagzira-Navegaon Tiger Reserve 
and Mansingh-Deo Wildlife Sanctuary.

 In Russia, IFAW supports several 
Tiger Nature Reserves (in the Jewish 
Autonomous Oblast and Amur region) 
where rehabilitated tigers have been 
released, monitored and protected. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
 Never pose for photos or pay to 

cuddle with tiger or other big cat cubs. 

 Don’t buy any products made 
from tigers or tiger parts.

 Support US legislation to end 
the breeding of big cats for 
private ownership.

 Donate to IFAW to help protect 
wild tigers and save captive tigers 
from cruelty.


